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ELECTION  TIME:  LET’S  GO  TO  WORK! 


During  election  year,  you  can  help 
place — or  keep — a  good  candidate  in 
office.  You  can  also  promote  public 
discussion  of  important  issues. 

We  hope  you  are  involved  in  the 
electoral  process  from  beginning  to 
end — including  the  option  of  becoming  a 
candidate.  Write  FCNL  for  "How  to  Work 
for  the  Congressional  Candidate  of  Your 
Choice”  and  "How  to  Work  in  Politics.” 

To  help  encourage  discussion  of  issues 
during  this  election  campaign,  we  pro¬ 
vide  here  two  tools:  Questions  for 
Candidates  and  a  1978  Congressional 
Voting  Record. 

Because  candidates  are  often  advised 
to  avoid  clearly  defined  positions  on 
difficult  issues,  and  because  many  cam¬ 
paigns  revolve  around  local  issues,  this 
Newsletter  focuses  on  national  issues  that 


have  moral  implications  and  that  might 
not  otherwise  surface. 

How  to  use  this  Newletter: 

•Ask  Congressional  candidates  in  your 
area  to  respond  to  the  Questionnaire. 
Include  the  background  material  for  their 
information.  Be  persistent. 

•Using  the  Voting  Record,  you  may 
also  wish  to  ask  candidates  who  are  not 
incumbents  how  they  would  have  voted 
on  these  issues. 

•When  replies  are  received,  ask  your 
local  newspapers  or  radio  station  to  report 
on  what  you’ve  found.  Urge  the  media  to 
report  the  complete  answers  whenever 
possible. 

•In  public  candidate  meetings,  use  the 
Questionnaire  and  Voting  Record  to  raise 
issues. 

•Write  letters  to  the  editor  of  local 


newspapers,  sharing  your  appreciation  or 
disappointment  in  your  delegation’s 
voting  record.  (Write  for  FCNL’s  "How  to 
Write  Letters  to  the  Editor.”)  Listen  for 
radio  call-in  shows  and  be  prepared  to 
phone  in  a  question  for  candidates. 

In  evaluating  the  voting  records  of 
incumbents,  be  somewhat  cautious  about 
drawing  conclusions,  especially  from 
single  votes.  While  we  have  tried  to  select 
clearly  defined  votes  available  as  we  go  to 
press,  members  of  Congress  may  have 
good  reasons  for  an  unexpected  vote.  Ask 
them  to  explain  their  position. 

Also  remember  that  voting  is  only  one 
of  your  members’  responsibilities.  Weigh 
their  committee  participation  and  lead¬ 
ership,  their  effectiveness  in  consti¬ 
tuent  education,  etc. 


Some  Questions  for  Candidates 


Regarding  priorities  for  scarce  tax  dollars,  would  you  increase, 
decrease,  or  continue  at  present  levels  federal  funding  for  each 
of  the  following  items: 

_ Raising  incomes  for  the  poor 

_ Military  weapons,  personnel,  etc. 

_ International  development  aid 

_ Energy  conservation  programs 

Should  the  U.S.  urge  creation  of  an  office  in  the  United  Nations 
to  anticipate  and  monitor  crisis  situations  and  arrange  for 
mediation  of  disputes? _ 

Military  spending  is  expected  to  increase  $12  billion,  or  more 
than  9%,  in  the  next  fiscal  year,  representing  a  6%  increase  for 
inflation  and  3%  for  real  growth.  Do  you  favor: 

_ a.  continued  real  growth  in  the  military  budget,  or 

_ b.  increases  only  to  keep  up  with  inflation,  or 

_ c.  no  increase  in  dollar  appropriations  for  the  military? 

To  help  reverse  the  arms  race,  would  you  support  U.S. 
initiatives,  such  as: 

_ a.  a  moratorium  on  U.S.  production  of  nuclear 

weapons  materials? 

_ b.  a  reduction  of  U.S.  arms  exports? 

Do  you  favor  ending  U.S.  military  aid  to  countries  which  grossly 

violate  internationally  recognized  human  rights? _ Would 

you  prohibit  economic  aid  to  such  countries,  unless  it  would 
directly  benefit  needy  people? _ 

Do  you  favor  sending  more  U.S.  food  supplies  to  poor  nations: 
_ a.  to  meet  emergency  and  humanitarian  needs? 


- b.  for  projects  which  promote  rural  development  and 

do  not  inhibit  local  food  production? 

Should  federal  farm  income  programs  focus  on  small  and 
moderate-sized  family  farms?  If  so,  would  you: 

_ a.  reduce  the  commodity  program  payment  limitation 

from  $45,000  (1979)  to  $20-25,000? 

_ b.  restrict  special  farm  tax  benefits  to  moderate-sized 

or  smaller  farms? 

_ c.  limit  eligibility  for  federally  subsidized  irrigation 

water  to  160-acres/person? 

Should  the  United  States  re-enter  the  International  Labor 
Organization? _ 

Do  the  women  in  your  district  or  state  have  job  opportunities 

equivalent  to  those  offered  men? _ If  not,  what  do  you 

propose  to  improve  the  economic  status  of  women? _ 

Given  world  population  pressures,  do  you  believe  the  U.S. 
should  increase  immigration  as  long  as  job  opportunities 
available  to  U.S.  citizens  are  not  curtailed? - 

Will  you  support  Native  American  efforts: 

_ a.  to  control  development  of  energy  and  other  natural 

resources  on  their  reservations? 

_ b.  to  exercise  hunting,  fishing,  water,  and  other  treaty 

rights? 

The  text  on  the  following  pages,  as  well  as  the  Voting  Record,  gives 
information  which  we  hope  will  be  useful  in  asking  or  answering  these 
questions. 
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SOME  KEY  SENATE  VOTES 

1.  Transfer  Amendment.  McGovern  SD  amendment  to  transfer 
$4.6  billion  from  military  to  civilian  programs  in  Fiscal  Year 
1979  budget  authority.  Rejected  14-77,  Apr.  25.  FCNL  for. 

2.  Panama  Canal  Treaties.  Two  identical  votes  on  resolutions  to 
ratify  the  Neutrality  Treaty  and  the  Panama  Canal  Treaty. 
Adopted  68-32  (67  required),  Mar.  16  and  Apr.  18.  FCNL  for. 

3.  B-1  Bomber.  Stennis  MS  motion  that  the  Senate  insist  on 
recission  of  $462  million  appropriated  in  FY77  for  production 
of  B-1  bombers.  Adopted  58-37,  Feb.  1.  FCNL  for. 

4.  Military  Spending.  Eagleton  MO  amendment  to  cut  military 
spending  by  $1.4  billion  in  FY79.  Rejected  21-77,  Apr.  25. 

FCNL  for. 

5.  Cuba.  McGovern  SD  motion  to  table  a  Bartlett  OK 
amendment  urging  the  President  to  sever  diplomatic  and 
economic  relations  with  Cuba  until  Cuban  military  forces  are 
removed  from  Africa.  McGovern  argued  that  normalization 
of  relations  is  in  the  U.S.  national  interest  and  breaking  off 
relations  is  inappropriate  to  express  disapproval  of  policy. 
Rejected  33-55,  june  28.  FCNL  for. 


6.  International  Development.  Byrd  VA  amendment  to  reduce 
FY79  foreign  economic  aid  authorizations  by  $93  million. 
Adopted  57-22,  june  26.  FCNL  against. 

7.  Rhodesia  Trade  Embargo.  McGovern  SD  motion  to  table  a 
Helms  NC  amendment  to  lift  U.S.  sanctions  against  Rhodesia. 
(The  U.S.  currently  supports  the  UN-sponsored  embargo.) 
Adopted  48-42,  June  28.  FCNL  for. 

8.  Emergency  Farm  Bill  (with  Dole  KS  amendments).  Con¬ 
ference  report  providing  higher  farm  commodity  target 
prices  in  proportion  to  acreage  not  planted.  Adopted  49-41, 
Apr.  10.  FCNL  against. 

9.  Energy  Conservation.  Lugar  IN  amendment  to  reduce  funds 
for  urban  rail  and  bus  systems  by  $170  million.  Rejected  26-44, 
June  23.  FCNL  against. 

10.  Criminal  Code.  Kennedy  MA  motion  to  table  a  Dole  KS 
amendment  to  expand  the  list  of  crimes  for  which  a  judge 
may  deny  pretrial  release.  Rejected  29-62,  Jan.  25.  FCNL  for. 

11.  Human  Needs  and  Rights.  Church  ID  motion  to  table 
Abourezk  SD  amendment  requiring  U.S.  director  to 
International  Monetary  Fund  to  take  all  possible  steps  to 
ensure  that  IMF-recommended  austerity  programs  do  not 
deprive  people  of  basic  human  needs  or  rights.  Adopted  62- 
27,  July  31.  FCNL  against. 
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P  =  present. 


Bold  type  or  filled-in  symbol  indicates  position  preferred  by  FCNL,  i.e.,  as  expressed  in  the  Statement  of  Legislative  Policy,  testimony,  etc. 

Pairing:  an  agreement  by  members  on  opposite  sides  of  an  issue  to  withhold  their  votes  on  a  roll  call  so  that  their  absence  from  Congress  will  not  affect 
the  outcome  of  the  voting. 

Roman  type  —  Democrats;  Italics  =  Republicans;  (I)  =  elected  as  independent.  Source  of  votes:  Congressional  Quarterly  Service. 
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SOME  KEY  HOUSE  VOTES 

1.  Transfer  Amendment.  Mitchell  MD  amendment  to  transfer  $4.8 
billion  from  military  to  civilian  programs  in  Fiscal  Year  1979  budget 
authority.  Rejected  98-313,  May  3.  FCNL  for. 

2.  Peace  Academy.  Ashbrook  OH  amendment  to  delete  language 
authorizing  a  commission  to  study  the  possibility  of  a  national  peace 
academy.  Adopted  237-135,  May  31.  FCNL  against. 

3.  B-1  Bomber.  Mahon  TX  motion  that  the  House  agree  with  the  Senate 
to  rescind  $462  million  for  production  of  B-1  bombers  in  FY77. 
Adopted  234-182,  Feb.  22.  FCNL  for. 

4.  Military  Procurement.  Bill  to  authorize  $37.9  billion  for  Dept,  of 
Defense  weapons  procurement  in  FY79.  Adopted  319-67,  May  24. 
FCNL  against. 

5.  Deep  Seabed  Mining.  Bill  to  allow  ocean  mining  by  U.S.  corporations 
until  an  international  agreement  is  reached  by  the  UN  Law  of  the  Sea 
Conference.  Adopted  312-80,  July  26.  FCNL  against. 

6.  International  Development.  Bauman  MD  amendment  to  reduce  FY79 
foreign  economic  aid  authorizations  by  $150  million.  Adopted  200- 
172,  May  15.  FCNL  against. 

7.  Human  Rights.  Harkin  lA  amendment  to  prohibit  the  Export-Import 
Bank  from  aiding  any  country  whose  government  engages  in  gross 
violations  of  human  rights.  Rejected  103-286,  July  27.  FCNL  for. 

8.  Emergency  Farm  Bill  (with  Dole  KS  amendments).  Conference  report 


providing  higher  farm  commodity  target  prices  in  proportion  to 
acreage  not  planted.  Rejected  T50-268,  Apr.  12.  FCNL  against. 

9.  Energy  Conservation.  Madigan  IL  amendment  to  eliminate  Amtrak 
rail  passenger  routes  that  require  federal  subsidies  of  more  than 
$100/passenger/ride.  Rejected  119-186,  June  23.  FCNL  against. 

10.  Nuclear  Energy.  Flowers  AL  amendment  to  reduce  funding  for  Clinch 
River  TN  nuclear  breeder  reactor  project  by  $159  million.  Rejected 
142-187,  July  14.  FCNL  for. 

11.  Full  Employment  and  Balanced  Growth  Act.  Hawkins  CA  economic- 
planning  bill  setting  goals  of  full  employment,  balanced  growth  and 
price  stability.  Adopted  257-152,  Mar.  16.  FCNL  for. 

12.  DC  Voting  Rights.  Proposed  constitutional  amendment  by  Del. 
Fauntroy  DC  to  provide  District  of  Columbia  full  voting 
representation  in  Congress  and  participation  in  ratification  of 
constitutional  amendments.  Adopted  289-127  (278  required).  Mar  2. 
FCNL  for. 

13.  Ak-Chin  Indian  Claims.  Udal  AZ  bill  to  supply  water  to  Ak-Chin 
community  in  Arizona,  replacing  water  pumped  away  by 
surrounding  non-Indian  farmers.  Adopted  292-80,  June  29.  FCNL  for. 

14.  Buy  American.  Steiger  Wl  amendment  to  delete  a  provision  requiring 
Amtrak  to  buy  American  goods  for  purchases  over  $100,000.  Rejected 
93-207,  June  23.  FCNL  for. 

15.  U.S.-Hungary  Trade.  Resolution  eliminating  discriminatory  tariffs 
against  Hungary.  Adopted  209-173,  May  22.  FCNL  for. 
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t  Sen.  Maryon  Allen  AL  was  sworn  in  June  12,  replacing  lames  Allen,  who  died  June  1 .  Sen.  Muriel  Humphrey  MN  was  sworn  in  Feb.  6,  replacing  Hubert  Humphrey,  who  died  Jan.  13.  Rep.  William 
Kelchum  CA-18  died  June  24.  and  Rep.  Clifford  Allen  TN-S  died  |une  18;  neither  has  been  replaced. 
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Speaker  Thomas  (Tip)  O’NeiH  MA  ordinarily  docs  not  vote.  Delegates  Walter  E.  Fauntroy,  District  of  Columbia;  Antonio  Borja  Won  Pat,  Guam;  Ron  de  Lugo.  Virgin  Islands,  and  Resident 

do  so  m  comtnuiee. 
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NATIONAL  PRIORITIES 

One  prime  indicator  of  national  pri¬ 
orities  is  the  federal  budget.  The  Presi¬ 
dent's  views  are  found  in  the  document 
he  submits  to  Congress  in  January.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  Congress  reveal  their  views  on 
national  priorities  through  frequent  votes 
on  budget,  authorization,  appropriation, 
and  tax  legislation. 

In  1978  Pres.  Carter  submitted  a  request 
for  budget  authority  of  $568  billion, 
including  (in  billions): 


Current  military  spending 

$132.08 

Cost  of  past  wars 

$51.73 

International  affairs 

$10.16 

General  government 

$41.46 

Com  merce/science 

$39.93 

Natural  resources 

$19.86 

Human  resources 

$93.92 

Income  security 

$190.90 

(Less  adjustments.  See  March  Newsletter  for 
details.) 

This  year  Congress  has  made  no 
fundamental  changes  in  the  President’s 
spending  proposals.  An  effort  to  transfer 
some  $5  billion  from  military  programs  to 
urgent  civilian  needs  was  defeated  in  the 
Senate  and  House  (S.  and  H.  votes  1). 
Other  indications  of  Congressional  at- 
tudes  are  found  in  Senate  rejection  of 
cuts  in  funds  for  urban  mass  transit  fS. 
vote  9)  and  House  refusal  to  eliminate 
federal  subsidies  for  certain  Amtrak 
routes  through  areas  with  little  or  no 
other  public  transportation  (H.  vote  9). 
(See  also  S.  votes  3,  4,  and  6,  and  H. 
votes  2,  3,  4,  6,  70,  and  11.) 

MILITARY  SPENDING: 
ARMS  RACE 

The  military  budget  continues  to 
increase,  seemingly  impervious  to  cur¬ 
rent  pressures  for  reduced  government 
spending.  Pres.  Carter  requested  $132 
billion  for  current  military  programs.  He 
projects  3%  real  growth  in  future  military 
budgets. 

Congress  has  imposed  little  restraint  on 
this  growth.  The  House  overwhelmingly 
approved  a  $37.9  billion  weapons  pro¬ 
curement  bill — $2.4  billion  more  than 
Pres.  Carter  requested  (H.  vote  4).  An 
amendment  to  substitute  the  Presidential 
request  was  defeated  115-287.*  In  the 
Senate,  only  Sens.  Proxmire  Wl  and 
Hatfield  OR  opposed  the  procurement 
bill.  Earlier  the  Senate  had  refused  to  trim 


♦WANT  MORE  VOTES?  To  see  how  your 
Senators  and  Representative  voted  on 
additional  selected  issues,  send  $1. 
Identify  your  state  and  Congressional 
district — either  by  number  or  by  name  of 
Representative. 


even  $1.4  billion  from  its  Budget  Cmte. 
military  recommendations  (S.  vote  4). 

Both  the  House  and  the  Senate  finally 
supported  Pres.  Carter’s  decision  to  halt 
further  production  of  the  B-1  bomber  f5. 
and  H.  votes  3).  But  the  termination  of  a 
single  weapons  project  is  dwarfed  by  the 
real  expansion  of  the  military  budget. 

Hopes  for  a  Strategic  Arms  Limitation 
Treaty  (SALT)  and  a  Comprehensive  Test 
Ban  Treaty  this  fall  have  dimmed  as  the 
spirit  of  detente  has  faded. 

Negotiated  agreements  alone  cannot 
reverse  the  arms  race.  While  protracted 
talks  drone  on,  arms  research  and 
development  accelerates.  U.S.  initiatives 
toward  disarmament  are  urgently  need¬ 
ed.  Many  are  feasible.  (See  FCNL  Nov. 
1977  Newsletter.)  For  example,  the  U.S. 
continues  to  be  the  world’s  leading  arms 
merchant  with  anticipated  foreign  mili¬ 
tary  sales  of  $13.2  billion  in  1978.  A 
commitment  to  reduce  arms  sales,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  Mid-East,  would  be  an 
important  step  in  reducing  the  $400 
billion  anni^al  worldwide  arms  race. 

Also  th4  U.S.  has  a  tremendous 
stockpile  of  nuclear  weapons,  enough  to 
destroy  the  Soviet  Union  many  times 
over.  A  U.S.  initiative  to  stop  the 
production  of  fissionable  material  for 
such  weapons  could  be  an  important  first 
step  toward  the  President’s  widely  ac¬ 
claimed  goal  of  “zero  nuclear  weapons.’’ 

For  two  other  examples  of  the  1978 
Congressional  mood,  see  H.  vote  2  and 
S.  vote  5. 


UN  and  Quaker  documents  from 
the  UN  Special  Session  on  Disarma¬ 
ment  are  available  from  the  Quaker 
UN  Office,  345  E.  46th  St.,  New  York, 
NY  10017.  Contributions  to  cover 
postage  are  welcomed.  Ask  for  “Spe¬ 
cial  Session  Materials.’’ 


BUILDING  WORLD 
COMMUNITY 

Institutions.  Although  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  Charter  requires  nations  to  settle 
disputes  by  peaceful  means,  the  re¬ 
quirement  is  not  enforced.  Most  states 
aren’t  eager  to  submit  their  problems  to 
third-party  mediation,  and  the  UN  has 
shown  little  initiative  in  developing 
procedures  for  preventing  crises  from 
erupting  into  war.  U.S.  leadership  is 
needed  to  help  institutionalize  mediation 
and  conciliation  internationally. 

The  U.S.  struck  a  serious  blow  to  the 
world  community  when  it  withdrew  from 

the  International  Labor  Organization 


(ILO)  in  1977.  The  ILO  has  been  a  vehicle 
for  human  rights  by  working  to  develop 
international  labor  standards.  The  U.S. 
has  been  critical  of  some  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  ILO,  as  well  as  activities  of 
Communist  members.  Withdrawal  occur¬ 
red  under  pressure  from  the  AFL-CIO 
and  with  the  advice  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce. 

UN  Law  of  the  Sea  Conference.  The 

House  may  have  damaged  the  Law  of  the 
Sea  negotiations  by  passing  legislation  to 
let  U.S.  multinational  corporations  mine 
deep  seabed  minerals  before  an  inter¬ 
national  treaty  is  finalized.  (H.  vote  5). 
During  debate,  the  House  rejected,  199- 
202,*  an  amendment  that  would  have 
clarified  that  the  U.S.  is  not  claiming 
sovereignty  over  any  part  of  the  inter¬ 
national  seabed. 

Development  Aid.  Despite  the  fact  that 
the  U.S.  ranks  below  most  other  industrial 
countries  in  percent  of  gross  national 
product  used  to  aid  developing  nations 
(0.25%),  U.S.  aid  programs  face  the  most 
serious  opposition  in  years.  Both  the 
House  and  Senate  voted  5%  cuts  in  their 
committee-approved  authorization  bills 
(H.  and  S.  votes  6).  * 

Jobs.  The  lack  of  jobs  in  Asia,  Africa, 
and  Latin  America  is  creating  additional 
pressures  for  entry  into  the  United  States. 
The  President  has  called  for  a  review  of 
U.S.  immigration  policy.  In  FY76,  the  U.S. 
admitted  about  400,000  legal  immigrants, 
including  114,000  “immediate  relatives’’ 
of  U.S.  citizens. 

Fears  of  foreign  competition  and  loss  of 
U.S.  jobs  surfaced  during  House  debate 
on  removing  Hungary  from  the  category 
of  Communist  nations  whose  goods  are 
penalized  by  high  duties  (H.  vote  15). 

The  House  approved  “Buy  American” 
restrictions  in  a  bill  to  fund  Amtrak  (H. 
vote  14).  Except  under  extraordinary 
circumstances  Amtrak  will  not  be  able  to 
shop  outside  the  U.S.  for  railroad 
equipment. 

A  more  creative  response  to  the 
problem  of  U.S.  job  security  would  be  to 
strengthen  economic  and  training  aids  to 
workers  displaced  by  economic  change. 

HUMAN  RIGHTS 

Military  Aid.  The  U.S.  provides  military 
aid,  training,  or  sales  to  105  countries.  A 
number  of  these  nations  grossly  violate 
the  human  rights  of  their  citizens,  often 
backed  by  U.S.  military  equipment. 

Military  supplies  to  some  countries, 
especially  in  Latin  America,  have  been 
(Continued  on  p.  6) 
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cut.  Yet  Pres.  Carter's  human  rights  policy 
has  not  significantly  changed  U.S.  aid  or 
sales  to  repressive  governments,  in¬ 
cluding  South  Korea,  the  Philippines, 
Indonesia,  and  Iran,  where  strategic  or 
economic  “extraordinary  circumstances” 
weigh  heavily. 

Economic  Aid.  Current  U.S.  law  pro¬ 
hibits  most  economic  aid  to  repressive 
governments  unless  it  directly  benefits 
needy  people.  FCNL  supports  this  policy. 
But  this  year  Congress  refused  to  extend 
human  rights  conditions  to  the  U.S. 
Export-Import  Bank  (H.  vote  7)  and  the 
International  Monetary  Fund  (S.  vote  11). 
And,  departing  from  its  general  prin¬ 
ciples,  Congress  has  imposed  flat  bans  on 
bilateral  aid  to  Vietnam,  Laos,  Cambodia, 
Angola,  Mozambique,  Cuba,  and  Uganda. 

Southern  Africa.  The  Senate  narrowly 
upheld  U.S.  support  of  UN  sanctions  on 
Rhodesia  (S.  vote  7).  Then  on  July  26,  it 
accepted,  59-36,  a  compromise  measure 
to  end  U.S.  compliance  with  the  trade 
embargo,  providing  some  progress  to¬ 
ward  racial  equality  is  made.  The  House 
Aug.  2  went  even  further  toward  lifting 
the  Rhodesian  embargo.  It  also  accepted 
a  compromise  to  limit  but  not  ban  Export- 
Import  Bank  financing  in  South  Africa 
June  2. 

Civil  Liberties.  The  Senate  approved 
restrictions  on  government  electronic 
surveillance  in  national  security  matters 
Apr.  20.  Efforts  to  draft  charters  limiting 
the  FBI  and  the  CIA  have  failed  to  move 
ahead  as  rapidly  as  hoped. 

On  Jan.  30  the  Senate  approved  S.  1437, 
the  Criminal  Code  Reform  bill,  including 
provisions  which  restrict  civil  liberties  (S. 
vote  10).  (See  Feb.  Newsletter  and 
testimony.)  A  scaled-down  version  is  now 
before  the  House  Judiciary  Cmte. 


Women’s  Rights.  Efforts  currently  focus 
on  extending  the  Equal  Rights  Amend¬ 
ment  (ERA)  ratification  period  beyond 
Mar.  22,  1979,  since  only  35  of  the 
necessary  38  states  have  ratified  to  date. 

Congress  has  aided  women  through 
displaced  homemaker  programs,  pro¬ 
hibiting  discrimination  against  pregnant 
women  in  health  benefit  programs,  and 
emphasizing  the  role  of  women  in 
developing  countries.  But  women  con¬ 
tinue  to  suffer  economic  discrimination. 

In  1976,  women  comprised  35%  of  the 
U.S.  full-time,  non-agricultural  labor 
force  and  65%  of  part-time,  non- 
agricultural  workers.  Women’s  wages  for 
full-time  work  averaged  only  about  60% 
that  of  men. 

See  also  House  votes  on  DC  voting 
rights  (H.  vote  12)  and  a  weakened  full 
employment  bill  (H.  vote  11). 

INDIAN  AFFAIRS 

In  efforts  to  recover  or  maintain 
jurisdiction  over  their  lives  and  their 
resources,  Indians  have  been  able  to 
affirm  certain  rights  through  favorable 
court  action:  land  settlements,  fishing 
rights  in  certain  nonreservation  sites, 
control  over  hunting  and  fishing  on 
reservations,  and  certain  water  rights. 

In  the  end,  nearly  all  Indian  matters 
come  to  Congress. 

The  Ak-Chin  bill,  to  provide  irrigation 
water  to  the  small  Arizona  Indian 
community  whose  rightful  supply  has 
been  depleted  by  surrounding  non- 
Indian  farmers,  has  passed  both  House 
(hi.  vote  13)  and  Senate.  All  Senate  Indian 
votes  have  been  done  by  voice. 

FAMILY  FARMS  AND  FOOD 

Responding  to  a  widely  expressed 


concern  for  farmers.  Congress  spent 
much  time  in  1978  negotiating  emer¬ 
gency  price-setting  legislation.  The  Ad¬ 
ministration  resisted  price  support  in¬ 
creases  because  of  budgetary  considera¬ 
tions  and  a  belief  that  the  1977  Farm  and 
Food  Act  provided  sufficient  authority. 

The  struggle  climaxed  in  April  with  the 
House  defeat  of  H.R.  6782,  with  amend¬ 
ments  by  Sen.  Dole  KS,  that  would  have 
raised  farm  prices  through  severely 
reduced  world  food  stocks  (currently  185 
million  metric  tons — mmt)  and  a  “flexible 
parity”  formula  (S.  and  H.  votes  8). 
Congress  has  since  passed  a  revised  bill 
giving  the  Administration  limited  author¬ 
ity  to  raise  price  support  levels. 

Other  actions  taken  to  support  farmers 
include  emergency  farm  credit  legislation 
and  added  incentives  for  a  farmer-held 
grain  reserve. 

Farm  issues  yet  to  be  acted  upon  are 
proposals  to  reform  eligibility  rules  for 
federal  water  irrigation  and  to  reduce  the 
commodity  program  payment  limitation. 

Food  and  Nutrition.  The  Senate  has 
passed,  68-0,  the  Child  Nutrition  bill 
which  extends  and  expands  food  pro¬ 
grams  in  schools  and  child  care  centers 
and  Dept,  of  Agriculture  food  supple¬ 
mentation  for  Women,  Infants,  and 
Children;  the  House  will  act  on  the  bill 
later  this  summer.  Both  houses  have 
passed  the  “Older  Americans  Act”  which 
includes  elderly  nutrition  programs. 

FCNL  AND  CANDIDATES 

Would  you  like  to  have  your 
Congressional  candidates  receive  FCNL 
information?  Write  us  and  we  will 
either  send  you  packets  to  deliver 
personally  or  mail  them  from  here  to 
names  and  addresses  you  supply. 
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THE  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATION¬ 
AL  LEGISLATION  includes  Friends  ap- 

Eointed  by  24  Friends  Yearly  Meetings  and 
y  11  other  Friends’  organizations  in  the 
United  States.  Expressions  of  views  in  the 
FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER  are 
guided  by  the  Statement  of  Policy,  pre¬ 
pared  and  approved  by  the  Committee. 
Seeking  to  follow  the  leadings  of  the  Spirit, 
the  FCNL  speaks  for  itself  and  for  like- 
minded  Friends.  No  organization  can  speak 
officially  for  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends. 
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Griffin,  Steve  Miller,  Sharon  Martin.  245 
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